Shearing record bid cancelled - January 31, 2011

A challenge to the World eight-hour lamb shearing record set last month by World champion Cam
Ferguson has been called off with organisers unable to find enough suitable lambs at a late stage of
the season.
The attempt was to have been made on Thursday by New Zealand-based Irish shearer and previous
record-holder Ivan Scott, currently working for Rotorua contractor Jeff Dorset. World Sheep Shearing
Records Society secretary Hugh McCarroll, of Tauranga, said that no further record attempts are
expected in New Zealand this season, after a flurry of five bids which saw three records broken.
Hawke's Bay shearer Ferguson can focus on retaining his Golden Shears open crown in the knowledge
his eight-hour lambs record of 742 shorn on January 10 is intact, King Country shearer Stacey Te Huia
now holds the eight hour ewes record with 603 shorn on December 22, and brothers Doug and Rowland
Smith, from Ruawai in the Far North, have a two-stand record of 1066 ewes in eight hours set in
Hawke's Bay on January 11.

Change of date for shearing record - January 27, 2011

Irish shearer Ivan Scott's bid to regain the World eight-hour lambshearing record has been deferred for
two days to ensure the sheep are up for the challenge.
Originally scheduled for next Tuesday, the attempt on the mark of 742 set by Golden Shears and World
champion Cam Ferguson on January 10 will now be held next Thursday (Feb 3).
South Island-based and currently shearing for Rotorua contractor Jeff Dorset, the 29-year-old Scott
previously held the record of 736, set in December 2008 at Onuku Trust Farm, Rerewhakaaitu, south
of Rotorua.
His attempt next week will take place just east of Taupo, at the Opepe Trust Farm, where last month
he pulled-out of a nine-hour record bid after shearing 343 lambs in 3hrs 45mins, and having 10 rejected
by the four World Sheep Shearing Records Society judges. He will have to step-up the pace by at least
a lamb an hour and eliminate the faults to regain the eight-hour record.

Big guns draw crowds to Tapawera show - January 25, 2011

The Tapawera Show near Nelson saw one of its biggest crowds in years when about 6000 people were
estimated to have passed through the gates at the weekend, some attracted by the opportunity to see
some of the best shearers in the World.
Two-times Golden Shears champion and 2008 World teams champion John Kirkpatrick was among
them, and, coming from Napier, maintained his domineering form by winning a four-man Open final in
which World and Golden Shears finalist Gavin Mutch, a Taranaki-based Scotsman, was runner-up, and
former World champion Tom Wilson, also from Scotland but based in Darfield, was fourth.

It was Kirkpatrick's sixth win in six competitions this season, and his fourth in the South Island,
highlighting a keenness to again win the South Island Shearer of the Year title.
Locals dominated the other events, including novice, junior and senior woolhandling, which helped
boost the overall entry to about 40 competitors.

King Country guns rule in Tauranga shears - January 25, 2011

Shearing veterans David Fagan and Digger Balme kept the King Country flag aloft as they dominated
two events in the Bay of Plenty on Saturday, shutting out two more young guns from Hawke's Bay.
The two were first and second respectively in a 15-lamb Open final at the Tauranga A and P Show
Shears during the efternoon, and then repeated the result in a Speedshear at The Quarry Tavern, Te
Puna, in the evening.
On both ocasions the chasers were led by Dannevirke shearer Adam Brausch, while fourth in the show
final was Hawke's Bay-based Far North shearer Rowland Smith.
All four featured in a hectic race at the show where just over 19 seconds separated first from last, but it
was still Fagan in front, finishing his 15 lambs in 12min 25.5sec, with Balme next off five seconds later.
With the show dispensing with on-board judging for the final, as part of a Shearing Sports New Zealand
experiment to enhance the spectacle, judging took place solely in the pens, the placings still remaining
the same as the order in which shearers had come off the board.
It was Fagan's 606th Open-class win, but his first since victories at the New Zealand Spring
Championships in Waimate and the Poverty Bay Show in Gisborne a week apart in October.
World champion Cam Ferguson failed to make the final and was beaten in the Open Plate by Smith's
brother, Mathew, but there was still success for Ferguson's home area of Central Hawke's Bay when
2010 New Zealand Intermediate champion Tysson Hema, of Waipukurau, won his first Senior title. The
intermediate final was won by Sarah Goss, of Apiti, turning the tables on Gisborne shearer Henare
Niania, by whom she had been beaten at Wairoa a week earlier, while the Junior final was won by
Bryce Guy, of Kaeo, who had also won at Wairoa.
In the Speedshear a few hours later, Fagan collected $2000 for winning the Open title with a best time
in the final of 21.52sec. But Masterton shearer Matenen Mason, 19, went three-tenths of a second
faster to win the Senior title, his time of 21.2ec winning him just $1000.
It wasn't however the fastest of the night, being eclipsed by a scorching time of just over 19 seconds in
the Open heats by Digger Balme, also from the King Country and who ultimately had to settle for second
to Fagan in their final.

Surprise second record bid for Irish shearer - January 25, 2011

Irish shearer Ivan Scott will make a surprise bid to regain the World eight-hour lambs shearing record
next Tuesday.

The 29-year-old South Island-based shearer's plans were confirmed with the World Sheep Shearing
Records Society yesterday and he will attempt to break the record of 742 set on January 10 by World
Champion and Hawke's Bay shearer Cam Ferguson, at Moketenui Station, between Te Kuiti and
Bennydale.
Scott was the previous holder with a tally of 736 shorn in December 2008 at Onuku Trust Farm, near
Rerewhakaaitu, Bay of Plenty.
The new attempt, organised by current employer and Rotorua contractor Jeff Dorsett, will take place at
Opepe Trust Farm, just east of Taupo on State Highway 5 and where on January 14 Scott failed in a
bid for the glamour nine-hour record of 866, abandoning the attempt well off the required pace and just
3hrs 45mins into the day.
The record attempt is expected to be staged from 7am to 5pm, with four two-hour runs separated by
two smoko breaks of 30 minutes each and an hour for lunch. It will be the sixth record bid of the season,
with new marks having been set in the solo and two-stand eight-hour ewe shearing categories.

New World champion Cam Ferguson, the youngest in the five-man final was third, just two days before
a bid to break a World record of 736 lambs in eight hours at Moketenui, King Country, on Monday[jan
10].
There was disaster for shearing icon David Fagan who shore the last five sheep missing the bottom
tooth of his second comb, and having to settle for fourth overall.
Nephew James Fagan was first to finish � his 14min 39sec for 20 lambs beating Kirkpatrick by 13
seconds � but suffered heavily in judging and was placed fifth.

There was still some silverware for the family to take back to Te Kuiti, with David Fagan�s son, Jack,
winning the intermediate final, his biggest win to date and despite being last to finish his four-lamb final.
His better quality enabled him to win from runner-up Damon Macdonald, of Coroglen, and Irish shearer
Robert Davidson, who won the race but also lost the advantage in the judging pens.
The youngest shearer on the day, in which competitors ranged from 14 to 75, was Masterton schoolboy
David Gordon who won the junior title, to go with his famed Golden Shears novice win last March. Heilin
Thomas, from Lampeter in Wales, was second, and third was Natalie Crisp, who represented England
in the World woolhandling championship in Wales in July.
The superior quality of Gisborne shearer Wi Ngarangione claimed him the senior final over 12 lambs,
at the scene of one of his few defeats in the intermediate grade last season. He also won despite being
last to finish. The Northland region scooped the best of the minor money, with Tipene Te Whata, of
Tautoro in the Far North second, and Bevan uy, of Kaeo, third.
David Fagan ended the visit to Raglan in style when he won the Te Mata Club Speedshear on Saturday
night, with a $2000 prize for the fastest lamb, shorn in 18.24sec. Masterton-based Dannevirke shearer
Paerata Abraham was second in 18.54sec, and Te Kuiti�s Digger Balme third in 19.22sec.
Masterton teenager Matene Mason, who was fourth in the 12-lamb senior championships final earlier
in the day, won the Senior speedshear, having made the 10-man final only after judge�s upheld his
appeal against disqualification in the preliminary round.

Early start for Raglan - January 4, 2011. 10pm
A top field of most of New Zealand's fastest lamb shearers is expected for the national lambshearing
championships at Raglan on Saturday [January 8].
The championships start at 9am, with junior, intermediate and senior heats before the Open heats start
at Midday, an hour earlier than in the past.
Organiser Warren Parker said an earlier start was being tried to allow more time between the finals in
the afternoon and the popular Speedshear at the Te Mata Club in the evening.
World record bid preparations aren't disrupting the routine of World champion Cam Ferguson who will
contest Saturday's events just two days before tackling Irish shearer Ivan Scott's World eight-hour
lambs record of 736. Ferguson, the 27-year-old Hawke's Bay shearer who won the World Championship
in Wales in July, says that while the record bid on Monday in the King Country is the priority he will still
shear in Saturday's competitions, and probably also the Speedshear.
"I'm not going to give the Show a miss because of the record," said Ferguson, who is attempting a
record for the first time. "I still do the shows. That's what I do."
Ferguson began his record build-up in earnest when he arrived at Moketenui Station, on Boxing Day,
and has been working ever since, apart from a one-day trip back to Hawke's Bay to compete in
Porangahau's Duke Of Edinburgh Hotel Speedshear.
A winner of more than 60 speedshears - the quick version of the sport - he showed good speed in that
event, dominating the preliminaries and recording easily the best time for a lamb. But he was beaten in
the final over three lambs by former nine-hour lambs record holder Rodney Sutton.
Back at work he's in good company this week, with new eight-hour ewes record holder Stacey Te Huia
on one stand, and four-stand nine-hour lambs record shearing gang member James Fagan on another.

Ferguson hasn't qualified for the 20-lambs Raglan final since 2008, when he was fifth behind winner
Dean Ball, the Te Kuiti veteran who this week confirmed he'd be back to start the buildup for "one more
go" at the Golden Shears Open in March.
The enormity of Ferguson's record hopes is highlighted by the fact that his best tally to date in an eighthour say is 680, four years ago at Whenuahou Station, Central Hawke's Bay. He needs to up the pace
from his previous best by more than seven an hour to break Scott's record.
The heats of Saturday's championship are also an important hit-out, being the fourth of five qualifying
rounds in the PGG Wrightson National, in which Fergsuon still needs some good points to qualify among
the top 12 for the finals at the Golden Shears in Masterton in March. The series is currently led by
multiple series winner and Te Kuiti shearer David Fagan, 2009 and 2010 seris winner Tony Coster, of
Rakaia, is placed 4th, and Ferguson is 7th.
The lambshearing championships at Raglan's Rugby Grounds start at 9am on Saturday, with junior,
intermediate and senior heats before the Open heats start at midday.
Two other shearing competitions are being held on Saturday as the Shearing Sports New Zealand
season resumes after a six-week break for the busiest time of the year in the woolsheds. The other
events are the Cooper-Wilson Kaikohe Championships in the Far North and the Peninsula Duvauchelle
Show in Canterbury.
Leading points and placings in the PGG Wrightson National Shearing Championship after three of five
qualifying rounds: David Fagan (Te Kuiti) 32pts, 1; Nathan Stratford (Invercargill) 30pts, 2; Grant Smith
(Rakaia) 29pts, 3; Tony Coster (Rakaia) 22pts, 4; Angus Moore (Ward) 14pts, 5; Chris Jones (Renwick)
13pts, 6; Cam Ferguson (Waipawa) and Colin O'Neill (Alexandra) 12pts, 7eq; Adam Brausch
(Dannevirke) and Alton Devery (Tuatapere) 10pts, 9eq; Eli Cummings (Pleasant Point) and Darin Forde
(Winton) 9pts, 11eq; Dion Morrell (Alexandra) 8pts, 13; Abraham Paerata (Masterton) and Aaron
Haynes (Feilding) 7pts, 14eq; Dion King (Hastings) 6pts, 16; Matt Tumohe (Kurow) and Charlie O'Neill
(Alexandra) and Ringa Paewai (Dannevirke) and Gavin Rowland (Rakaia) 4pts, 17eq.

